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Oakwood
Community School

For further information about Oakwood Community School
please contact the Headteacher Wayne Parkes

by telephone or email:
M: 07808 155473

E: wayne.parkes@barfordchildrensservices.co.uk

OAKWOOD
COMMUNITY SCHOOL
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Welcome to Oakwood
Community School
Oakwood School strives to offer the best possible care and education for its pupils. We pride ourselves on being creative and

innovative and never settling for anything less than excellence. We endeavour to create a community where intimacy, warmth
and trust is nurtured to provide a level of care that enables children to feel safe and respected, leading to long-term learning
achievement.

Creating good relationships is the key to achieving our success, and mutual respect between staff and pupils is something that

grounds everything we do. Complementing this is an exciting and appropriate curriculum that gives opportunities for academic
progression, as well as vocational learning.

We do not achieve all this alone. We work closely with other agencies and schools as well as parents, to achieve a community
where learning and life are the best they can possibly be.

I hope you will enjoy reading this prospectus. It represents a small part of the work that we do, but will hopefully give you an

insight into what can be achieved when teachers believe in the children in their care, and the children, in turn, come to believe
in them.

Wayne Parkes – Headteacher

‘The Headteacher provides effective leadership through a clear vision for what disadvantaged pupils can achieve.
The staff respond positively to the culture of high expectations and appropriate challenge for all pupils.’
Ofsted March 2016
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Our values and aims

At Oakwood School we believe that having a strong set of core values is important
as it provides both staff and children with a firm grounding for their teaching and
personal development.

We place honesty, tolerance and respect at the foundation of
everything we do and we ask everyone at the school to

embrace these values, to promote self-discipline and increase

Our aims are simple ones; to provide a school community

that:

• Provides a safe, happy and caring environment for all.

self-esteem amongst our pupils.

• Promotes high standards of learning, achievement and

We recognise each child as an individual and always

• Encourages everyone to make a positive contribution.

acknowledge their separate personalities when creating

suitable learning opportunities for them. In this way we can

ensure that everyone is given the best possible chance to fully

behaviour for all.

• Establishes a broad, balanced and exciting curriculum that
supports the development of social, emotional and
behavioural skills and a love of learning.

access educational possibilities; to learn and develop, not just

• Values, supports and celebrates the many ways that

community. That community should be somewhere where

• Respects the rights and views of others and acknowledges

helps to nurture its future citizens and prepare them for a

• Considers the effects of our actions on the environment

in their own right, but also importantly as part of a school

each child can enjoy the feeling of belonging and is one that
wider role in society.

children can learn and achieve their full potential.
our own responsibilities as citizens.

and promotes more environmentally friendly practices.

‘Parents and placing authorities value the patience and persistence of staff in helping pupils overcome their significant social and

emotional barriers to learning. Teaching staff, therapists and care staff work well together to support perceptible improvements

in pupils’ emotional well-being and mental health.’
Ofsted March 2016
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School visits

School visits form an important part of our Admissions process, and give Parents /
Adoptive Parents or Foster carers a chance to see the difference we can make to a
young person’s approach to education. All parents and carers are encouraged to
bring their child with them on any visit, and the child must have visited the school
at least once before entering the school as a pupil.

The purpose of any visit is to:

• Ensure that a parent is happy that the School meets their

Who are our pupils?

child’s educational needs.

Our pupils come to us with a variety of behavioural and

environment, staff, and other pupils.

binds them is their need to try and make sense of different,

environment.

through prior to joining the school.

• Introduce both parents and their child to the School
• Make sure that the child feels comfortable within the School

emotional needs. They will be individual characters but what
and often confusing, life experiences that they will have been

A visit also gives parents and children the opportunity to raise

Regardless of their individual situation, they will all have the

life or educational provision. Doing this on site enables a

life skills and achieve educationally, in a strongly supportive

any questions they may have concerning any aspect of school
much better appreciation of how the school operates and

pursues its aims and aspirations for the children in its care.

capacity to benefit from receiving the chance to develop key
and caring environment.

As part of this process parents will be given an up to date
Prospectus as well as other information regarding School

policy on a range of issues. Our aim is to make sure that you
are fully equipped to make the best decision for your child.
When meeting with you we will also take you through the

Admissions process, explaining the various stages that must
be gone through before a new pupil can be admitted to
the school.

‘Senior leaders and staff tackle the challenges of removing

pupils’ complex barriers to learning with resilience and

dedication. They place a strong emphasis on the development

of respectful, positive relationships and do not give up on their

determination that all pupils will achieve well.’
Ofsted March 2016
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Learning fundamentals

Allied to the importance of providing the right learning environment is our
approach to delivering education in its broadest sense.

We recognise that each child’s experience of learning will be

The School Day

fundamentals that we believe provide the best opportunity

The learning day is divided into six teaching periods, including

different. However, our learning provision is founded on key
for educational, emotional and behavioural development.

a Nurture Breakfast, with individual classes having staggered

• A whole school nurture approach securing a safe place for

week is condensed to allow pupils to leave at 12.45pm on

These include the following:
children to learn.

break times throughout the morning. The pupils’ working

Fridays. Friday afternoon is dedicated to staff professional

• Literacy and its development should underpin the

development.

• Embracing the use of therapeutic and other interventions to

Nurture Breakfast

• Delivering engaging ways of learning and working, including

Period 2

10.15 – 11.15

Lunch Time

12.15 – 12.45

curriculum at all times.

enable pupils to overcome barriers to learning.

specialising in outdoor and contextual learning.

• Delivering education through an engaging, diverse, and
relevant curriculum.

• Promoting an understanding of equality and diversity
through learning.

• Promoting positive and aspirational thinking allied to a

Period 1

Period 3

Whole School Reading
Period 4

Period 5

8.45 –

9.15

9.15 – 10.15

11.15 – 12.15
12.45

– 1.00

1.45

– 2.45

1.00

– 1.45

celebration of achievement.

‘Staff demonstrate a strong commitment to equality of opportunity for all pupils. They are relentless in their actions to ensure that

each individual pupil makes strong progress so that they are suitably prepared for the next stage in their education.’
Ofsted March 2016
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The Curriculum

We always have a goal of returning pupils to mainstream education wherever
possible, so we ally our own learning closely to the national curriculum. Across all
stages of the Curriculum we place strong emphasis on the benefits of practical
experience as well as classroom learning and, in particular, on the hugely positive
impact that Outdoor Learning can have on a child’s development.

Key Stage 2 Curriculum – Ages 8 to 11

Key Stage 4 Curriculum – Ages 14 to 16

• Numeracy and Literacy are taught every day. Pupils are

• Subject teaching is geared towards achieving success at

tailored to their individual academic level, ensuring that

• There is also strong emphasis on personal development

assessed when they enter the School so that work can be
each child makes the best progress possible for them.

• Physical education forms an important part of the

Curriculum and there will be a variety of active lessons
with both individual and team activities.

• Students will also be taught History, Geography, ICT,

Science, Music, Arts and Crafts such as Woodworking.

GCSE level.

and employability skills.

• Teaching towards gaining vocational qualifications is
offered.

• Outside the classroom the school continues to offer a wide
range of Sport and Active Leisure opportunities.

Key Stage 3 Curriculum – Ages 11 to 14

• Core Numeracy and Literacy skills continue to be developed
and English is taught as a stand-alone subject.

• There is greater emphasis on specific subject lessons

including English, History, Geography, Science, ICT, Food
Technology, Arts and Music.

• Physical education and outdoor activities remain a core part
of the Curriculum.

‘The school is successful in ensuring that all pupils achieve

qualifications, which will enable them to continue in further

education and preparation for employment.’
Ofsted March 2016
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Why Oakwood
Community School?

A school that offers children with emotional and behavioural difficulties the widest
range of opportunities possible.

At Oakwood we believe every child is unique, and this ethos

In return for offering the highest quality support and

is the starting point and at the heart of everything we do.

opportunities we, in turn, have high standards and

staff team who work closely with our partners from health

behaviour of our pupils. Complementing this is a culture that

Implementing this belief is a highly skilled and experienced
and social care to develop truly personalised learning

programmes, reflecting our pupil’s individual needs. Through
their delivery of these our staff are totally dedicated to
ensuring the very best outcomes for your child.

We firmly believe that equality and mutual respect for all
is essential. We uphold those values that help everyone

expectations in terms of the all-round development and

will always celebrate achievement and success at all levels.

As you begin your journey in finding a school for your child,

we encourage you to contact the school to arrange a time to

look around. If you do have any questions, then please do not
hesitate to contact us.

embrace those people and children with different faiths,
lifestyles and beliefs.

‘As B. is approaching the end of his academic relationship with the school, we thought it would be prudent to highlight the positive

support that he has received. Staff have worked tirelessly to support B. throughout his transition to our care utilising several

methods to engage B. in school life. In our opinion a key staff member has gone above and beyond to support, listen and

communicate both with ourselves and with B. to ensure that he has a tight and effective structure of support. The support for

B. leaving school and looking at his future options has once again been fantastic.’
Jo and Jason
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